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PLANNING THE MODERN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
by 


Francis Keally, F.A.I.A. 
of Francis Keally and Howard S. Patterson 
Associated Architects, New York City 


In planning the modern public library, the following ten steps are 
involved in a well-coordinated operation: 


THE SITE 

For the average-sized community the best location for the modern pub- 
lic library is in or adjacent to the center of the shopping and business 
district, where thousands of potential readers can be served easily and 
quickly with a commodity of lasting educational and cultural value. 


At night, the site and its approaches should be well lighted and 
active with pedestrian traffic, so that the readers feel a sense of se- 
curity going to and coming from the library in the evening. 


The shape of the site calls for careful analysis. For example, we 
find that a well-proportioned rectangle with its broad side facing the 
main approach usually adapts itself to a sound and workable layout. How- 
ever, this does not necessarily preclude other geometric shapes. 


The points of the compass play an important part in the selection of 
a site. For example, a northern exposure of the main facade has a dis- 
tinct advantage of permitting the use of large glass areas yielding de- 
sirable natural light without disturbance from the sun. Viewed from the 
street, such an exposure becomes a large picture window during the day 
and an illuminated showcase at night, supplying unconscious supervision 
of these reading areas from the street. 


On the other hand, a western exposure for the main elevation necessi- 
tates the use of some effective sun control during the afternoon, thus 
cutting off the view of the inside on a pleasant sunny afternoon. 


Whenever possible, a site should be large enough to provide parking 


Mr. Keally is a graduate of Carnegie Institute of Technology and the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. He has been engaged in general architectural 
work under his own name since 1928. He has participated in such library 
building projects as the Concord (N.H.) Public Library; Stockton (Cali- 
fornia) Public Library; the modernization of the New York State Library 
in Albany; American Memorial Library, Berlin, Germany; the Elmont (Long 
Island) Public Library and many others. 
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for both staff and readers and also to take care of future expansion of 
the building. 


THE PROGRAM 

This is a document developed by the librarian previous to the employ- 
ment of the architect that outlines the philosophy and principles upon 
which the plans are to be developed. 


It is a written statement, sometimes illustrated diagrammatically, 
which describes the type of public service desired, along with the approxi- 
mate sizes of the public and nonpublic areas and their spatial relation- 
ships. Broadly speaking, these areas fall into four general categories: 
space for books, space for readers, space for staff, and space for all 
other purposes. 


The cost limitations should receive careful consideration at the very 
outset in order to avoid possible misunderstandings later on. 


A well-organized program that clearly states the ultimate goal to be 
achieved serves as a useful guide to the architect in his analysis of the 
problen. 


EMPLOYING ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 


There are two general methods of employing architectural services for 
a library project: 


1. The appointment of a local architect to be responsible for 
the production of all contract documents and supervision 
of the construction. 


2. This architect's services are often supplemented by the em- 
ployment of a consulting library architect who has special- 
ized in this field. In addition, librarians skilled in 
modern library practice and planning are being retained 
more and more to assist the architects in producing a 
building that will render maximum public service at the 
lowest possible cost. 


The cost of employing either a consulting architect or a library con- 
sultant, or both, is so small when compared to the overall cost of the 
structure that such employment can be legitimately charged to good in- 
surance in connection with the expenditure of public funds. As most 
libraries are designed to last 50 years, it is quite evident that any 
extra fees paid for such specialized knowledge become negligible items 
in the budget when one considers the longevity of such a structure. Be- 
sides, it has been proven from past experience that these consultants’ 
fees are amply repaid within a couple of years through the creation of 
a more efficient plan as well as reduction in the annual maintenance. 


Owing to the fact that the engineering trades of a modern library 
amount to approximately 35% of the total cost of the structure, it is 
important that the owner have some knowledge of the qualifications of 
the engineers whom the architect plans to retain for this phase of the 
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operation. The owner is entitled to competent engineering advice when 
employing an architect. 


ARCHITECTURAL PLANNING 


In analyzing a library problem, the architect should give careful 
consideration to the following: 


1. Convenience to the readers, including both accessibility 
and interior arrangement. 


Economy of operation for both staff and building. 


The use of appropriate materials that reduce mainte- 
nance to the minimum during the life of the building. 


Flexibility, adaptability and expansibility. 


Minimum installation of permanent partitions and walls, 
thus permitting the rearrangement of the various interior 
areas from time to time without requiring costly structural 
changes «in the building. 


Adequate parking area for both staff and readers. 


A friendly and informal expression to both the exterior 
and the interior, as opposed to the forbidding monumental 
character of libraries erected at the turn of the century. 


Placement of all public services on the ground floor when 
possible, thus providing convenience to the readers as well 
as economical staffing. Such a plan arrangement also permits 
the housing of books in logical order by locating related 
material in adjacent areas. 


Adequate humidity controls and filters for the proper preser- 
vation of the book stock. Efficient filtering of the air also 
reduces the maintenance through the removal of most of the 
dust and dirt that enter a building. 

The artificial illumination of a library being extremely 
important, the following items should receive careful con- 
sideration: 


a. High level of illumination in accordance with modern 
library practice. 


b. Elimination of glare or contrasting brightness in the 
environment. 


Uniformity of lighting comfort throughout. 
Harmonizing the lighting with the architectural treatment. 


Economy of operation and minimum maintenance. 
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11. A public address system has several advantages: 
The librarian can make public announcements over it. 
It can be used when an important talk is scheduled. 


In the event that it is necessary to reach a reader in 
an emergency the P. A. can serve a very useful purpose. 


In carefully chosen areas within the library, soft 
music can be played at certain times during the day. 


The storage stacks are usually placed in the basement when 

possible, directly below the public service areas, thus pro- 
viding convenient and quick contact between the reading areas 
and the storage area, through conveniently placed stairs and 
book lifts. Pneumatic tubes are sometimes used for the quick 
transport of books from the storage area to the reading area. 


As some 53 per cent of today's population are smokers, 
smoking facilities for readers are becoming a requisite in 
modern library planning. A glass-enclosed area furnished as 
an attractive browsing room with adequate ventilation is now 
being provided for those who wish to smoke, and is easily 
supervised through clear-vision panels. It is advantageous 
to locate the public toilet rooms for both men and women 
directly off this room, thus providing excellent control 
over these essential facilities which otherwise can and 
occasionally do create troublesome problems for the staff. 
Public toilet rooms should never be located in any area not 
under continuous supervision. 


PRELIMINARY PLANS 


This phase of the program is usually divided into the two follow- 
ing sections: 


1. Schematic drawings which indicate recommended solutions in 
an overall sense rather than in detail until a basic scheme 
has been agreed upon. 


Final studies: these are a further development of the sche- 
matic solution at a larger scale and are accompanied by an 
outline specification describing the materials and type of 
construction to be used. It is customary to submit a per- 
spective drawing of the exterior upon completion of the 
final studies. 


During this period of development, the architect develops preliminary 
cost estimates from time to time in order to provide the owner with a 


realistic financial picture before starting work on the final contract 
drawings. 


MODERN CONSTRUCTION METHODS 


Savings can often be effected in any new building operation by speci- 
fying the following methods of construction: 
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Elimination of plaster work, a costly item in today's market, 
by the use of selected masonry block walls and partitions with 
painted finish throughout the interior of the building. 


If the building is constructed of incombustible materials, the 
use of precast masonry plank over bar joists is an economical 
method of constructing a roof. 


Wood windows are generally cheaper than metal. 


When soil conditions permit, the ground floor of concrete can 

be laid directly on the earth except where basements are re- 
quired for the heating and ventilating equipment and for storage. 
If the soil surface is of a wet nature, the basements should be 
omitted or kept to a minimum because of the excessive cost of 
waterproofing. 


Metal-skin exterior walls are being used more and more in 
modern construction; however, leaky conditions have often re- 
sulted from this type of construction through unanticipated ex- 
pansion and contraction of the metal panels. It is therefore 
prudent to approach this new method of construction with due 
care, particularly in the case of libraries, where dryness 
throughout is a basic requirement. 


If air conditioning is desired, the installation of a hot-air 
heating system in combination with the air conditioning is a 
very satisfactory method of handling these two essential facili- 
ties. Such a system has the advantage of eliminating radiators 
and is economical both to install and to operate. 


As construction costs vary in different parts of the country and are 
dependent upon a number of factors, such as the size of the operation, 
type of construction, availability and cost of labor and materials, soil 
conditions, climate, etc., it is unwise to quote costs of proposed work 
unless reliable cost data relating to the locale are available. 


WORKING DRAWINGS 

Upon approval of the preliminary studies, the architect proceeds with 
the final contract drawings and specifications. These documents include 
the necessary plans, elevations and sections together with large-scale 
details that go to make up the contract documents. During this phase 
of the program, the architect works in close collaboration with his engi- 
neers on the structural, mechanical, electrical and air-conditioning 
problems. It is important that the various drawings and specifications 
be properly coordinated and integrated in the interest of receiving the 
lowest possible bids from the contractors. In addition, a competent set 
of drawings and specifications reduces extras, delays and possible liti- 
gation to the minimum. 


BIDDING. PERIOD 


The approved set of contract drawings and specifications are issued 
to the contractors for bohafide bids. 
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CONSTRUCTION PERIOD 

Upon the awarding of the contract to the successful bidder, the 
first order of..business is to establish a working arrangement between 
the architect and the contractor. A progress schedule should be sub- 
mitted by the builder along with a breakdown of the general contractor's 
estimates into the various trades involved. 


During the construction period, the architect endeavors by general 
supervision to guard the owner against defects and deficiencies in the 
work of the contractors, but he does not guarantee the performance of 
their contracts. The general supervision of the architect is to be 
distinguished from the continuous on-site inspection of a clerk-of-the- 
works. 


When authorized by the owner, the clerk-of-the-works, acceptable 
to both owner and architect, is engaged by the architect at a salary 
satisfactory to the owner and paid by the owner, upon presentation 
of the architect's monthly statements. 


After the construction is well underway, the architect is usually 
engaged to develop a furniture layout together with specifications cover- 
ing this item. The placing of this responsibility in the hands of the 
architect assures two things: a layout that is harmonious with the 
architectural concept, as well as providing the necessary documents 
upon which competitive bids can be taken. 


Mock-ups for certain features within a library are valuable in 
visualizing actual full-size conditions. In addition, we find that 
small-scale models are extremely useful in showing the furniture layout 
of both public and nonpublic areas. 


The prime justification for the public library is to bring books 
and people together efficiently and economically, and the building it- 
self should be the most exciting structure in the community. 


"MORE THAN ANY OTHER INSTITUTION, THE LIBRARY IS AN INDEX TO THE 
CULTURAL STANDARDS AND TASTES OF THE CITY OR TOWN THAT IT SERVES." 


W. V. Munro. : 


This is the first in a series of articles on building that 

will appear from time to time in The Bookmark,to be finally 
assembled as a manual. They are being prepared under the 

supervision of Wilfred L. Morin, public library consultant, 
Division of Library Extension. 
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{hoed.3 Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section -- Laura E. McDowell 
Florence Boochever, Editor Melvin G. Reed 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Arnothy, Christine. I am fifteen and I don't want to die; tr. from 
the French. Dutton. $2.75. 

A Hungarian girl (more fortunate than Anne Frank) writes simply and 
movingly of harrowing months in a cellar when the Russians encircled 
Budapest in 1944 and of her later escape with her parents to Vienna. 


940.54, 


Ashburn, ¥*.D. A parents' guide to independent schools and colleges. 
Coward=—McCann. $3.75. 

An experienced headmaster discusses the place of the independent 
secondary school in American life and education -——- its admission re- 
quirements, costs and the background for college it offers, illus- 
trating his points with case histories. 373 


YP *Bane, Allyne. Creative sewing; professional touches for the home 
RH dressmaker. McGraw-Hill. $6.50. 
Novice and expert will profit from this unusual volume on the "whys" 
and "hows" of home sewing with complete basic directions to be used 
as "a supplement to the instruction sheet." Fully illustrated.Index. 
646 


Barzun, Jacques. Music in American life. Doubleday. $2.75. 
Well-written, informed examination by the dean of the Graduate School 
at Columbia University who considers such aspects of musicology as 
the role of the machine, the changing status of arts and artists, the 
juke-box and practical obstacles for the composer. Notes, bibliogra- 
phy, index. 780.973 


YP *Buchanan, Lamont. Ballot for Americans; a pictorial history of Amer- 
RH ican elections and electioneering with the top political personali- 
ties, 1789-1956. Dutton. $4.95. 
Small quarto with some marvelous candid camera shots, cartoons and 
photographs of historic interest. Election statistics, index. 324 


YP *Burnett, Whit, ed. The spirit of adventure. Holt. $5. 

RH Ranging in time from the 15th century to the atomic age, this excel- 
lent anthology of fact and fiction presents "the challenge and the 
fascination of the strange, the impossible, and the dangerous as 
told by 38 famous writer-adventurers." (subtitle) 808.8 
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Chafee, Zechariah, Jr. The blessings of liberty. Lippincott. $5. 
The distinguished lawyer and Harvard professor discusses "some sig- 
nificant problems raised by the Bill of Rights, mostly since 1945," 
urging the long view of world affairs and the need for individual 

dignity and integrity. Notes. 323-4 


Codrington, W.S. Know your horse; a guide to selection and care in 
health and disease. Coward-McCann. $5. 

Remarkably clear presentation for the layman by a veterinary surgeon, 
exhibitor, trainer and rider of horses, using excellent illustra- 
tions to point up chapters on anatomy, physiology, disease and man- 
agement. Charts, tables. Appendixes, index. 636.1 


YP *Cotlow, L.N. Zanzabuku (dangerous safari). Rinehart. $5. 

R The author of Amazon head-hunters records exciting experiences on 
three expeditions to Africa for motion pictures of tribes and wild 
animals, concluding with a provocative chapter on "White Men in a 
Dark Land." Photographs. Index. 916.7 

YP In Gorilla hunter,by F.G. Merfield and Harry Miller (Farrar. $3.75. 

R 1799.27), a veteran of 35 years in the French Cameroons describes his 
adventures collecting gorillas for European menageries and dead spec- 
imens for zoological research. Photographs. 


Cutolo, S.R. & others. Bellevue is my home. Doubleday. $4. 

A detailed and colorful history of New York City's famous hospital 
and the revolutionary changes in medicine that have helped in a wide 
variety of cases; developed from the tape recordings of the Deputy 
Medical Superintendent for more than 25 years who has meanwhile main- 
tained a private practice. Appeared in part in The Saturday Evening 
Post under title, My life in Bellevue. 362.11 


PR *De Mille,G.E., ed. Man at work in God's world; papers delivered at 
H the Church and Work Congress held in Albany, New York, October 19-20, 
1955. Longmans. $3.50. 
Four thought-provoking addresses, introduced by Arnold J. Toynbee, 
panel papers with discussions and summary. Biographical notes. 240 


YP *Denham, Mrs. Elizabeth. I looked right. Doubleday. $3.50. 

R Thrilling, restrained account of an attractive, cultured English 
girl's hazardous experiences in Occupied France where she worked with 
the Underground to rescue stranded British soldiers. 940.54 


YP Engeman, Jack. Annapolis; the life of a midshipman. Lothrop. $3.50. 

RH Good-looking "picture story," explaining through brief text, captions 
and photographs on every page the way of life in the U.S. Naval Acad- 
emy. Quarto. 359.07 
West Point, the life of a cadet, by Jack Engeman (Lothrop. $3.50. 
355.07) is a companion volume to the above, showing the training pro- 
gram and recreational activities in the U.S. Military Academy. 


YP Englebert, Omer. The last of the Conquistadors, Junipero Serra (1713- 
RH 1784); tr. from the French by Katherine Woods. Harcourt. $6. 
Based on Junipero's and other contemporary writings, this delightful, 
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full-length biography presents afresh the deeds and dedication of a 
brave and saintly man. Photographs. Sources, index. B or 92 


Fleisher, Wilfrid. Sweden: the welfare state. Day. $4. 

A reporter's knowing, candid discussion of many phases of the small 
neutral country's social program after talk with administrators and 
those affected by the progressive trends. Photographs. Index. 914.85 


Friedman, A.B., ed. The Viking book of folk ballads of the English- 
speaking world. Viking. $4.95. 

An informing essay by the editor introduces this fine selection of 
ballads with their variants, arranged by subject for lay and pro- 
fessional reader. Bibliography, discography, index. 821.04 


YP *Gaer, Joseph. The wisdom of the living religions. Dodd. $3.95. 

RH Selection of characteristic sayings from the ten great religions, each 
introduced by a brief statement of essential tenets. Talmud sources, 
bibliography, indexes. 290 

YP *In Altars of the East, by Lew Ayres (Doubleday. $4.50. 290), a for- 

RH mer movie actor records impressions of a tour of the Middle and Far 
East to collect a sequence of films on nonChristian religions which 
he hopes "will bring the viewing world a little more understanding 
of its fellow man." Photographs. 


son Roy de. How I reduced with the new Rockefeller diet. Horizon. 
3.50. 

Engaging account of the author's experience with "the low-protein 
appetite-control diet," including menus and helpful hints on "holding 
the line." Indexes of food sources and recipes. 615.85 
The complete book of low calorie cooking; by L.L. Levinson (Hawthorn. 
$4.95. 641.1) contains "the ABCs of reducing and nutrition" and innu- 
merable recipes and suggestions for maintaining controlled weight. 
Tables. New appliances and groceries for reducers, composition of 
foods, index. 


PR *Hooton, Mrs. B.C. Guestward ho! as indiscreetly confided to Patrick 
Dennis. Vanguard. $3.50. 
Humorous recital of the New York-bred Hootons' trials and errors in 
managing a leased New Mexican dude ranch and their ultimate decision, 
in spite of lucrative offers back East, to remain in "this wonderful, 
wonderful land." Drawings. 647.9 


YP *Hough, H.B. Thoreau of Walden; the man and his eventful life.Simon 
RH & Schuster. $4. 
Steeped in the philosophy and writings of Walden's author, and quot- 
ing aptly, the editor and publisher of Vineyard Gazette presents a 
fresh appreciation of an original in danger of becoming a stereotype. 
Index. B or 92 


Huddleston, Trevor. Naught for your comfort. Doubleday. $3.75. 
Significant, avowedly partisan interpretation of conditions in South 
Africa by an Anglican priest after 12 years in the country which he 
portrays through showing the effect of present legislation on persons 
he has known. Appendix. 968 
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*Jones, Mrs. Dorothea. Washington is wonderful. Harper. $3.75. 
Informal guide providing an excellent overall picture of the city 
and "ten tours for easy sight-seeing." Photographs, drawings. 
Bibliography, index. 917.53 


*Laune, Mrs. S.R. Sand in my eyes. Lippincott. $3.50. 

With charm and quiet humor the author at 80 recalls the family's 
move from Little Rock, Arkansas, to the vast Texas Panhandle, her 
marriage in 1896 to "Mr. Laune," ambitious young lawyer, and happy 
years as settlers in a pioneer Oklahoma town. Drawings. 8B or 92 


*Ley, Willy, & von Braun, Wernher. The exploration of Mars. Viking. 
$4.95. 

Handsome, exciting quarto, outlining discoveries to date about the 
planet Mars and describing, according to latest astronomical and en- 
gineering knowledge, a possible space trip to it. Many drawings, 16 
paintings in color and five in black and white by Chesley Bonestell. 
Tables, bibliography. 523.4 


Long, W.J. The spirit of the wild. Doubleday. $4. 

The late nature writer's newly discovered, beautifully written arti- 
cles on creatures studied in America and Canada, the majority taken 
from Sports Illustrated. Drawings. 574 
Swift in the night, and other tales of field and wood,by W.B. Mowery 
(Coward-McCann. $3.75. 574) is a selection of informal chapters, 
one fictional, on the wonders of animal, bird and plant life observed 
by an enthusiastic "home-made" naturalist. Drawings. Appeared origi- 
nally in various magazines. 


Mooney, Booth. The Lyndon Johnson story. Farrar. $3.75. 

A free-lance writer and personal friend expertly retails the career 

and views of the Texas Democrat "by conviction" who became the young- 

est Majority Leader in Senate history. Photographs. (Pub.date:July 23) 
B or 92 


*Ogrizek, Dore, ed.Germany. (The world in color). McGraw-Hill. $6.50. 
Blends text and exquisite pictures to provide a background of German 
history, literature and art and a comprehensive tour of picturesque 
old towns and modern cities. Maps, photographs. Index. 914.3 


*Overstreet, H.A. & Overstreet, Mrs.B.W. The mind goes forth; the 
drama of understanding. Norton. $3.95. 
Using frequent quotations and illustrations, this wise, enlightening 
volume urges the practice of "experiments, self-disciplines, and 
adventures of the mind and spirit that properly belong to the pro- 
ject of self-understanding and of interpersonal and intergroup under- 
standing." Index. (Pub. date: July 16) 153 


Rawicz, Slavomir. The long walk; a gamble for life; as told to 
Ronald Downing. Harper. $3.50. 

Restrained but moving account by a falsely imprisoned and cruelly 
tortured Polish officer who, with six others, escaped from a Siberian 
labor camp, four in all surviving the incredible 4,000 mile trek 
through the Gobi desert and the Himalayas to India. 940.54 
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Rowan, C.T. The pitiful and the proud. Random. $5. 

An American Negro on the staff of the Minneapolis Tribune writes 
with temperance and discernment of lecturing on democracy in India 
for the State Department and of his observations and encounters in 
Pakistan, Southeast Asia and at Bandung. Endpaper map. Index. 950 
The meaning of Bandung, by C.P. Romulo (Univ. of North Carolina. 
$2.50. 950) is a stirring appraisal of the Asian-African conference, 
explaining its historic significance and the aspirations of the 
people involved. Appendix. 

The color curtain; a report on the Bandung conference, by Richard 
Wright (World Pub. $3.75. 950) is the noted novelist's thoughtful 
exploration of problems of colonialism and racism, expressed in con- 
versations with various people. 


Scharff, Robert. Complete book of wood finishing.McGraw-Hill. $4.50. 
The latest professional techniques of sanding, bleaching, staining 

and finishing all types of wood are clearly explained through simple, 
step-by-step directions. Photographs, charts, diagrams. Glossary, 
appendix, index. 698.3 
Make-it-yourself furniture for the home craftsman, by J.H. Livingstone 
(McGraw-Hill. $4.50. 684.1) is a well-printed oblong book combining 
basic information on types of wood and woodworking methods with de- 
tailed plans for designs by the author. Photographs, diagrams. 


*Scherman, Mrs. Katharine. Spring on an Arctic island. Little. $5. 
Delightful, personal record of an expedition to the Canadian Eastern 
Arctic, including observations of native plant and animal life and 
experiences with the Eskimos who "taught us to let the long, slow 
northern peace enter the heart." Map, photographs. Index. (Pub.date: 
Aug. 2) 917.12 


Sevareid, A.E. Small sounds in the night. Knopf. $3.50. 

Selected from the 1951-55 broadcasts of the popular chief Washington 
correspondent for CBS, these are diverting, pertinent "capsule com- 
mentaries on the American scene." (subtitle) 973.918 


Sheean, Vincent. Oscar Hammerstein I; the life and exploits of an 
impresario. Simon & Schuster. $5. 

This colorful, authentic biography portrays the flamboyant personal- 
ity and many-sided career of the founder of the Manhattan Opera House 
as well as famous names of another era. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


*Smith, W.B. Eisenhower's six great decisions (Europe 1944-1945). 
Longmans. $3.95. 

From complete daily records and other sources the former Chief of Staff 
of the Allied Expeditionary Forces in Europe lucidly explains the 
crucial points in strategy and timing which determined victory in 

the second World War. Index. Appeared in part in The Saturday Even- 
ing Post. 940.5 


Y *Wagg, Alfred. Know your camera. W. Funk. $3.95. 


How to use a camera for pleasure and profit is told with full mastery 
of technical details but emphasis on creative aspects by a world-famous 
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photographer. Profusely illustrated. Tables, camera notes for inter- 
national travelers, index. 770.2 


Y *Wells, George, & Wells, Mrs. Iris. The handbook of wilderness travel. 
Harper. $4. 
Comprehensive guide to the nation's primitive lands offering basic 
information on equipment and costs for various types of trips with a 
complete directory of areas by states and a list of Outing Clubs. 
Maps. Index. 917.3 

YP *The USA in color, by the editors of Holiday (Doubleday. $7.50. 917.3) 

RH is a selection from the magazine of nearly 200 pictures with captions, 
prefaced by a brief outline of coast-to-coast vacation trips. Hand- 
some quarto well worth its cost. Maps. Index. 


Fiction 


Bates, H.E. The daffodil sky. Little. $3.50. 
Fifteen beautifully written short stories with admirable character- 
ization and awareness of nature. Adult reading. 


YP *Davis, Julia. Eagle on the sun. Rinehart. $3.75. 

RH Continuing the fortunes of the MacLeods of Cloud on the land, this 
historical romance finds Lucy in charge of the huge Virginia planta- 
tion while her husband and oldest son join Kearny's forces in the 
Mexican War. 


Ertz, Susan. Charmed circle. Harper. $3.95. 

Subtle, delicate penetration into the effect of two World Wars on a 
financially independent New York art collector and his closely knit 
family who spend most of their time in Europe, and who reap the dire 
results of overprotection. 


Humphreys, Emyr. A man's estate. McGraw-Hill. $3.75. 

Philip Elis, reared from infancy by an aunt in London, returns to 
claim the ancestral farm in Wales and this tragic, compelling, psycho- 
logical chronicle skilfully details the impact of his sudden appear- 
ance on his wealthy, eccentric family. (Pub. date: Aug. 13) 


Lall, Anand. The house at Adampur. Knopf. $3.50. 

Torn between respect for tradition and the progressive trend of the 
Congress Party, a wealthy Brahmin patriarch of Delhi experiences a 
like dichotomy in his private life while his beautiful niece and her 
friends, particularly the young leader, Jai Singh, are coolly delin- 
eated in an ironic, sophisticated and completely fascinating novel 
of modern India. 


Powers, J.F. The presence of grace. Doubleday. $2.95. 
Nine deft, witty short stories, mainly illuminating the problems of 
the Catholic clergy. Reprinted from magazines. 


Runbeck, M.L. The year of love. Houghton. $3.25. 

In winsome Soni's marriage to intelligent Anand, the slowly changing 
customs of modern India are dramatized as this poignantly beautiful 

idyl with subtle overtones unfolds. For mature young people. (Pub. 

date: July 20) 
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Siebel, Mrs. J.F. The narrow covering. Harcourt. $3.50. 

With Biblical simplicity, Ella Beecher's quiet life in a small West 
Kansas town is portrayed as she marries a grocery clerk and brings 
up her dead brother's two sons only to lose her favorite in World 
War II, (Pub. date: July 26) 


YP Steen, Marguerite. The unquiet spirit. Doubleday. $3.75. 

R Lord Whittenham tells of a strange, harrowing weekend at the English 
country home of an old school friend in this dramatic, haunting tale 
of the supernatural. 






Do Not Overlook: 
Berlioz, Hector. Evenings with the orchestra; tr. and ed. by Jacques 
Barzun. Knopf. $6. 780.883 - 
Carrington, C.E. The life of Rudyard Kipling. Doubleday. $5.50. B or 92 
Chong, Kyong-jo. Korea tomorrow; land of the morning calm. Macmillan. 




















$5.95. 951.9 
Conant, J.B. The citadel of learning. Yale Univ. $2. 378.73 
Dalzell, J.R. Remodeling guide for home interiors; planning, materials, 

methods. McGraw-Hill. $4.95. 690 
Davis, Moshe, ed. Israel: its role in civilization. Harper. $4. 956.94 
Dos: Passos, John. The theme is freedom. Dodd. $3.50. 818.5 
Heiser, K.F. Our backward children. Norton. $3.75. 136.7 
Johnson, T.H. Emily Dickinson; an interpretive biography. Harvard 

Univ. $4.50. 811.49 
Jones, Ernest. Sigmund Freud; four centenary addresses. Basic Bks. 

$3.75. 131.34 
Labin, Suzanne. The secret of democracy. Vanguard. $5. 321.82 
Macdonald, Dwight. The Ford Foundation; the men and the millions. 

Reynal. $3.50. 061 


Maguire, C.M. Abingdon party and banquet book. Abingdon. $1.95. 642.4 
Mumford, Lewis. The transformations of man. (World perspectives, v.7) 


Harper. $3.50. 901 
Myrdal, Gunnar. An international economy, problems and prospects. 
Harper. $6.50. 309.22 


Pearl, R.M. How to know the minerals and rocks. McGraw-Hill. $3.50; 
under title Rocks and minerals. Barnes & Noble. $1.95 paper 549 















Pellegrini, A.M. Americansby choice. Macmillan. $3.50. 325.24 
Pierce, J.R. Electrons, waves, and messages. Hanover. $5. 621.38 
Reik, Theodor. The search within; the inner experiences of a psycho- 
analyst. Farrar. $7.50. 131.34 
Reynolds, Butch. Broken hearted clomm. Roy. $4. B or 92 
Shaw, A.G.L. The story of Australia. Roy. $4. 994 


Shotwell, J.T. The United States in history. Simon & Schuster.$3.50.973 
Wallis, C.L., ed. Speakers' illustrations for special days. Abingdon. 


$3.50. 808.8 
Williams, W.C. Journey to love. Random. $3. 811.5 
Winwar, Frances, pseud. Wingless victory; a biography of Gabriele 

d'Annunzio and Eleanora Duse. Harper. $5. B or 92 


Note: The titles listed abowe have been examined in the Book Information 
Section and are worth purchase. Due to lack of space and unavailability 
of review copies when they are requested, many good books are not in- 
cluded in the "Recent Books" section at the time of publication. This 
listing attempts to repair previous omissions. 
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Free and Juexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscellany 


Bloomberg, Warner, jr. The age of automation; its effects on human 
welfare. League for Industrial Democracy. 112 East 19th St., 
New York 2. 1955. 39p. 35¢. 


Buckingham, C.E. Red Cross disaster relief: its origin and develop- 
ment. Public Affairs Press. 2162 Florida Ave., Washington 8, 
D.C. 1956. A7p. §1. 


Economic program for agriculture. Committee for Economic Development. 
444 Madison Ave., New York 22. Jan. 1956. 38p. Single copy free. 


Grumme, Marguerite. Basic principles of parliamentary law and proto- 
col. The Author. 3830 Humphrey St., St. Louis 16, Missouri. 
1955. 68p. $1. 


Hafstad, L.R. The industrial application of atomic energy. 
The Chase Manhattan Bank. 18 Pine Street, New York. 1955. 16p. 
Free. 


How can we combat drug addiction? (Bulletin vol.22, no.2) The Town 
Hall, Inc. Address: Town Meeting Bulletin. New York 36. 
May 13, 1956. llp. 25¢. 


Longshore, K.W. and Yudowitz, B.S. Towards a democratic campus; a 
student's manual for better human relations. Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith. 515 Madison Ave., New York 22, 1956. 32p. 


Polier, J.W. Back to the woodshed. (pamphlet no.232) Public 
Affairs Pamphlets. 22 East 38th St., New York 16. 1956. 28p. 25¢. 


A primer on communism; 200 questions and answers. U.S. Information 
Agency. Superintendent of Documents. U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D.C. 1956. 106p. 55¢. 


Simplified parliamentary procedure based on Robert's Rules of Order. 
The Carrie Chapman Memorial Fund, Inc. 461 Fourth Ave., New York 16. 
1955. 12p. 


Witmer, H.L. and Tufts, Edith. The effectiveness of delinquency pre- 
vention programs. (Children's Bureau pub. no. 350-1954) U.S. 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare. 14th Street and 
Constitution Ave., N.Y. Washington 25, D.C. 1954. 50p. 25¢. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


Recent Accessions 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections. 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may 
not have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. 
Please use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


THE ATOM 


Kugelmass, J. A. J. Robert Oppenheimer and the atomic story. New York, 
J. Messner ,1953; 179p. 530.92 062k 


United Nations. Atomic Energy Commission. The international control of 
atomic energy. eWashy Dept. of State ,1946-4% 7v. @.s5 Dept. 
of State. gPublication 2661, 2775) United States and United Nations 
report series, 5, 9) 341.13 U66u no.5,9 


__._-—C Toward effective international atomic energy control. Wash. 

"U.S. Govt. Print. Off., 19473 13p. (cU.S. Dept. of State. Pub- 

lication 27139 United itelet and United Nations report series, 6) 
341.13 U66u no.6 


United Nations review. Harnessing the atam for peace. cRev. ed. New 
Yorky United Nations Dept. of Public Information <1955, 55p. 
539.7 U459 


COMMUNISM 


Budenz, L. F. The techniques of communism. Chicago, H. Regnery Co., 
1954. 342p. S335.4 BIZTt 


Shils, E. A. The torment of secrecy; the background and consequences of 
American security policies. Glencoe, Ill., Free Press £19565 238p. 
351.75 S556 


Tokaev, G. A. Betrayal of an ideal. Bloomington, Indiana Univ. Press, 
1955. 298p. (His Memoirs, pt. 1) 947.084 T646 


DESCRIPTION AND TRAVEL 
Ford, N. D. The fiesta lands; through Cuba, Mexico, Guatemala and other 
lands along the Pan-American Highway on a shoestring. Greenlawn, 


N.Y., Harian Publications,°1953. 164p. 917.2 F71lc 


Harrison, C. R. Historic guide, Richmond and James River. 7th ed. 
cRichmond? 1955 L6p. 917.55451 H318 1955 
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Jordan, E. L. Hammond's pictorial travel atlas of scenic America. 
Maplewood, N. J., C.S. Hammond ,1955, 256p. R917.3 qJ819 


Piovene, Guido. Italy. English ed. Roma, C. Bestetti ,1955, lv. 
914.5 gP662 


JAPAN 


Mitsuoka, Tadanari. Ceramic art of Japan. -Tokyo, Japan Travel Bureau 
1954, $(190p. (Tourist library. (New series; 8) 915.2 T72a v.8 


Nakajima, Bun. Japanese etiquette. Tokyo, Japan Travel Bureau ,19555 
222p. (Tourist library. ,New series 3 18) 915.2 T72a v.18 


Noguchi, Yoné. Hiroshige and Japanese landscapes. Rev. edg (Tokydz 
Japan Travel Bureau ,19543 1112p. (Tourist library. cNew series 
2) T72a v.2 


Okada, Rokuo. Japanese proverbs and proverbial phrases. cTokyoz Japan 
Travel Bureau ,1955) 213p. (Tourist library. cNew series 20) 
915.2 T72a v. 20 


Tatsui, Matsunosuke. Japanese gardens. Tokyo Japan Travel Bureau 
£19533 70p. (Tourist library. cNew series) 5) 915.2 T72a v.5 


RADIO AND TELEVISION 


Clausse, Roger. Education by radio; school broadcasting. Paris, UNESCO, 
1949. 72p. (Press, film and radio in the world today) 371.333 C616 


Cross, E. R. Underwater photography and television. N. Y., Exposition 
Press (19545 258p. 778.73 C951 


Cumming, W. K. This is educational television. Ann Arbor? Mich.j 1954. 
264p. 371.3358 C971 


Hazeltine Corporation. Color television receiver practices. New York, 
J.F. Rider, Publisher ,-19553 200p. 621.388 H429 


United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Broad- 
casting to schools. ¢Paris) 1949. 215p. (UNESCO publication 661) 
371.333 U45 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Damroth, W. G. How to win success before forty. Englewood Cliffs, N. J. 
Prentice-Hall, 1956.  256p. 174 D166 


Ives, E. S. My brother Adlai. New York, Morrow, 1956. 308p. 977.3 Zs8i 
Lee, A. M. Fraternities without brotherhood; a study of prejudice on the 


American campus. Boston, Beacon Press ,-°19555 159p. 
371.85 L477 
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Official Publications 


_. OF NEW YORK STAT 
RESO WS 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 






*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 









*AGING, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF THE. Directory of 
golden age clubs and senior citizen centers of New York state - 
outside New York city, 1955. (1956) Unp. Mimeo. 








*AGRICULTURE, TEMPORARY COMMISSION ON. Report...1955=-56. 1956. 22p. 
(Legis Doc 1956 no. 30) 





*CARRIER TAXATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Minority report... 
March 31, 1956. 1956. 5p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 44-A) 








*COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. 
Report...1956. 1956. 109p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 21) 








*CONSERVATION DEPT. State council of parks. New York state parks. 
1956. Folder. 







CORRECTION, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 28th, of the State commission 
of correction for the year 1954. 1955. 539p. 





















*EDUCATION DEPT. The New York state education building, Albany, 
New York. (1956) Unp. 





* Bureau of adult education. Films, filmstrips and recordings for 


use in Americanization classes. 1955. AA&p. 





* __ Bureau _ of audio and visual aids. Guidance. 1956. 6p. 
(Film round-up no. 13) 










___. Bureau_of elementary curriculum development. The world of 
science; books for boys and girls. 1955. 8p. 








*GOVERNOR (Averell Harriman). Message...in relation to extending in- 
vestigative authority of State commission against discrimination. 
1956. lp. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 15L) 





* __ Message...in relation to improvement of state scholarship program. 
1956. 4p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 15) 


* _ Message...in relation to party affiliations of Board of regents. 
1956. Ap. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 15D) 
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*GOVERNOR (Averell Harriman). Message...in relation to preventing un- 
necessary telephone rate increases. 1956. lp. (Legis Doc 1956 
no. 15N) 


*__. Message...in relation to state aid for smaller watershed flood 
prevention programs. 1956. lp. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 15G) 


*HEALTH, DEPT. OF. Health film catalog supplement, March 1, 1956. 
1956. Unp. 


*HIGHWAY FINANCE PLANNING COMMISSION, STATE TEMPORARY. Report, 3rd... 
February 24, 1956. 1956. 15p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 28) 


*HISTORICAL AND MILITARY EXHIBITS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. 
Report...with proposed legislation for the creation of the New York 
state world war memorial authority...February 14, 1956. 

1956. 15p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 20) 


*HOUSING RENT COMMISSION, TEMPORARY STATE. The little book on rent 
control. 1956. 20p. 


People, housing and rent control in Buffalo. (1956) 139p. 


INSURANCE DEPT. Private employee benefit plans--a public trust; a 
report on welfare and pension funds in New York state. (1956) 
392p. 


“IRRIGATION, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION ON. Report...March 1, 1956. 
1956. 6lp. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 29) 


*LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of research and statistics. Directory of 
labor organizations in New York state, 1955. (1956) 153p. 
(Special bulletin no. 231, January 1956) 


___ Board of standards and appeals. Annual report, 1955. (1956) 6p. 


*LEGISLATURE. New York legislative documents, 175th session, 1952. 
Vols. 1-14. 


*MENTAL RETARDATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1956. 
1956. 59p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 43) 


*MIGRANT LABOR, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1956. 1956. 
2lp. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 58) 


NEW YORK REPORTS. Supreme Court. Appellate division. Reports of 
cases decided in...May 1955 to December 1955. 1955. 1270p. 
(Vol. 286 A.D.) 


NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Division of library extension. New York state 


institution libraries; survey and plan of service (revised). 1956. 
27p. Mimeo. 
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*NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM. State science service. Geology of the 
Brewster magnetite district of southeastern New York, by John 
James Prucha. 1956. 48p. (Circular 43, April 1956) 


*_ _____Silexite and pegmatite in the Lyon mountain quadrangle, 


Clinton county, New York, by A. Williams Postel. 1956. 23p. 
(Circular 44, March 1956) 


*NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY. New York state thruway; the main street of 
the empire state. (1956) Folder. 


NORTHWESTERN NEW YORK WATER AUTHORITY. Annual report...1955. 1955. 
Var. pag. Mimeo. 


*SOCIAL WELFARE, DEPT. OF. Directory of registered charitable organi- 
zations, professional fund raisers, and professional solicitors in 
New York state, November 1, 1955. 1956. 98p. 


*STATE BUILDING CODE COMMISSION. State building construction code 
applicable to general building construction, February 20, 1956. 
(1956) 186p. 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Egg merchan- 
dising studies in supermarkets-part V: transparent egg cartons (a 
progress report), by L. B. Darrah and E. M. Moore. (1956) 8p. 
Mimeo. (A.E. 1012, April 1956) 


__. The home vegetable garden by Arthur J. Pratt, Ray R. Kriner, and 
Arden F. Sherf. (1956) 64p. (Cornell extension bulletin 696, 
reprinted March 1956) 


___ Weevil control...in farm-stored wheat, by H. H. Schwardt. (1956) 
6p. (Cornell extension bulletin 967) 


STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY, Syracuse. Chemical debarking of some pulp- 
wood species by Hugh Wilcox and others with a section on the effect 
of chemical debarking on forest wildlife, by William L. Webb, Edwin 
M. Rosasco and Stephen V. R. Simkins. 1956. 43p. 

(Technical publication 77) 


STATE TAX COMMISSION. Annual report...1954-55. (1956) 130p. 
(Legis Doc 1955 no. 40; part 1 of the Annual report of the Depart- 
ment of taxation and finance) 


STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. Fields of study at the teachers colleges 
of the State university of New York. (1956) Folder. 


___ Scholarships, fellowships, and loan funds, 1956. (1956) 106p. 
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ae FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Activities in Libraries 


Edited by Jean L. Connor and I. Marie Gustafson, Library Extension 
MULTI-COUNTY ACTIVITIES 


Monroe-Wayne-Livingston. A tri-county dinner was held at the Rochester 
Public Library on May 22. Eighty-eight trustees and librarians 
from 24 libraries attended. 


Steuben-Yates. The annual meeting of the Steuben Library Association 
was held in Bath on May 17. Forty-eight people, representing ten 
libraries in two counties, viewed a new book exhibit, and heard talks 
on library publicity and county library development. A committee 
was appointed to draft a plan for county or multi-county library 
service. J. Edward Barry, Corning, is chairman. The committee held 
its first meeting on June 26. Mrs. George H. Allen is President of 
the Association. Wayland has invited the Association for an October 
meeting. 


Western New York. Officers elected at the spring meeting of the Western 
New York Library Association were: President, William Bacon, Wells- 
ville; Secretary, Phyllis Wirges, Kenmore; Treasurer, Florence 
Stevens, Lockport. 


ACTIVITIES BY COUNTY 


Albany. The Ravena Free Library opened on May 12, on an 18-hour-a-week 
schedule. 


Allegany. The Andover Free Library held its first "library book tea" 
on May 9. A summer reading club started in June. 


Brooklyn. Safe driver awards were presented to nine of the Brooklyn 
Public Library's chauffeurs by the Highway Safety Department of the 
General Accident Assurance Corporation. Plans are now being made 
to incorporate the Department of Library Extension, the Brooklyn 
Public Library, within the branch system. Beginning on September 4, 
the six sub-branches will assume complete branch status. Seventeen 
languages are now represented in the collection of language record 
albums at the Brooklyn Public Library. An exhibit, loaned by Harold 
J. Baily, trustee, of the work of Edmund Blampied, Isle of Jersey, 
Was on view during May at the Brooklyn Public Library. 


Erie. The Grosvenor Library, Buffalo, had an April display of books on 
the folk arts of America and Europe. 


Monroe. At the spring meeting of the Monroe County Library Club, Walter 
Airel of the Edgerton Branch, Rochester, was elected Vice President 
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and President-Elect. Walter Eames of the Biography Division, Rochester, 
will be Chairman of the Publicity Committee. The Club has 139 members. 
The Club is stressing recruitment and is forming a special committee to 
send speakers to schools, contact placement officers, etc. 


Livingston. The Mount Morris Public Library has moved into temporary 
quarters preparatory to the razing of their present structure and con- 
structing a new $30,900 library building on the same site. 


Nassau. A Friends of the Westbury Community Library has been formed to 
focus attention on the services, facilities and needs of the library. 


Onondaga. Doris E. Wise, head of the Children's Department of the 
Syracuse Public Library since 1923, is retiring September lst. 


Orleans. The establishment of the Lee-Whedon Memoriallibrary, Medina, as 
a school district public library was approved by the voters. 


Queens. A new split-level library building is under construction in the 
Windsor Park section. It will be rented to the Queens Borough Public 
Library on a long term lease. 


Rockland. A fire, laid to arson, damaged over 5,000 books at the Haver- 
straw Kings Daughters Public Library. 


Saratoga. It has been decided by the voters to build a new Ballston Spa 
public library at a cost of $35,000 on the site of the former D & H 
freight office. 


Schenectady. The Children's Department of the Schenectady County Public 
Library held a Spring Book Festival during May. Highlight was a 
chalk talk for children by Tony Palazzo. 


Steuben. The proposed Savona village building is to include room for 
the Savona Free Library. 


Suffolk. A proposed $50,000 addition to the Smithtown Library was pre- 
sented to the voters. Irving Verschoor was speaker at a dinner meet-— 
ing of the Suffolk County Library Association on March 21. A committee 
has been appointed to study the advantages and/or disadvantages of a 
county or regional setup for Suffolk. Members are: Eleanor Phipps 
of Patchogue, Mrs. Margaret Conners of Riverhead and Charles 
MacDonald of Huntington. The June meeting of the Association was 
sponsored by the School Library Section. 


Tompkins. A children's spring book festival was held in the Cornell 
Public Library, Ithaca. The Garden Club of Ithaca provided decora- 
tions for the event. Mrs. Herbert T. Jenkins, Director of the Cornell 
Public Library, Ithaca, is resigning and Howard Brentlinger, of the 
Rochester Public Library, is to become Director, effective August l. 


Warren. Nearly 50 organizations in Warren County have gone on record as 
supporting a county library system. Current efforts to establish a 
county library are being led by a citizens committee organized by 
the County Association of Elementary School Principals. 
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Westchester. The Bedford Free Library held a spring children's book 
festival. Rebecca Rankin is the new President of the Board of 
Directors of the Dobbs Ferry Free Library. The North Castle Free 
Library had a spring exhibit of bird paintings. The Warner Library, 
Tarrytown, had an exhibition of book production materials and 
methods. Mrs. Ruth W. Dooley, librarian of the North Pelham 
Village Library, has resigned, May 31, and will move to Florida. 
Alice L. Jewett, Director of the Mount Vernon Public Library, is 
retiring August 1. Mrs. R. M. Hersey, librarian of Briarcliff 
Free Library, is retiring this summer. Dobbs Ferry Library dedi- 
cated its new children's room as the "Tom Sawyer Room" on Saturday, 
April 14. Mary Stolz's latest book, "The Day and the Way We Met" 
is dedicated "To Orpha." Orpha is Orpha Matheson, librarian of 
the Huguenot Park Branch Library, New Rochelle. Marilyn Joan 
Lando will become Children's Librarian at Mamaroneck, June l. 

The Mamaroneck Lions Club presented a flag to the Mamaroneck 
Free Library. Clarence B. Litchfield has been elected President 
of the Mamaroneck Free Library Board of Trustees. 


ROUNDUP OF SUMMER READING CLUB IDEAS 
THEMES USED IN 1955 BY LIBRARIES OF NEW YORK STATE 


Albion - Circus Reading Club; Ballston Spa - Roundup for the 

X Ranch; Barneveld - Davy Crockett; Blasdell - ae on the 
Barge Canal; Brighton - Baseball Reading Club; Buffalo - Let's 
Build a New Library; Carthage - Circus; eee - Indian Tribes 
Reading Council; Delmar - Davy Crockett; Delhi - Game of Book- 
worm Authors; Dobbs Ferry - Tall Tale Club; Endicott - Book 
Worm Club; Floral Park - Around the World with Books; Fort 
Edward - My Bookshelf | Club; Garden City - Big wt Reading 
Club; _ dicksville - Our American He Heritage; Kenm - Pinocchio 
Club; Middleport - The Thruway; Monroe County - _ Crockett; 
Newark - Bookworm Club; Newburgh - Wil - Wild Frontier Club; Ogdens- 
burg - By Rocket to Adventure; Oswego - Frontier Reading Club; 
Plattsburgh - Read for Fun; Saratoga Springs - International 
Club; Troy - Davy Crockett; Vestal - Mountain Climb; Wells- 
ville - By Rocket to Adventure; White Plains - Frontier Trail 
with Davy Crockett. 
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AND OF STATE-WIDE INTEREST 


Edited by Wilfred Laurier Morin, Mason Tolman, Edgar Tompkins 


President Approves Library Aid: On June 19, 1956 President Eisenhower 
signed the Library Services Act bringing to a culmination ten years of 
effort in getting Federal recognition of the plight of our public li- 
braries. The purpose of this act is to promote the extension of public 
library services to rural areas without such services or with inadequate 
services. The term "rural area" does not include an incorporated or 
unincorporated town having a population of more than 10,000. 

The Library Services Act authorizes an appropriation of $7,500,000 
a year for a five-year period. Of this New York State's share would 
be $249,204 a year for five years. There is a slight possibility that 
an appropriation may be available in the 1956/57 fiscal year. Other- 
wise, it is expected that the money will not be available until after 
July 1, 1957. 


Committee to Evaluate Public Library Service: The election of Associate 
Justice Francis Bergan, President of the Board of Trustees of the Albany 
Public Library and past chairman of the Library Trustees Foundation of 
New York State, has been announced by Commissioner of Education James E. 
Allen, Jr. Harold S. Hacker, director of the Rochester Public Library 
and the Monroe County Library Service System, was elected vice chair- 
man. The purpose of the Committee is "to review the present status of 
public library service in New York State, to analyze and to evaluate 
recent progress made and to make recommendations to continue the improve- 
ment and extension of library service to the people of New York State." 
Irving A. Verschoor, director of the Division of Library Extension, is 
serving as secretary to the Committee. Four subcommittees have been 
formed — a fact-finding committee, a legislative review committee, a 
public relations committee and a coordinating committee. 

Serving on the Committee with Justice Bergan and Mr. Hacker are: 
Mrs. Robert A. Bond, member of Board, Roswell P. Flower Memorial Library, 
Watertown; Anthony J. Cerrato, member, Board of Education, Yonkers Li- 
brary Trustees Foundation of New York State, Governor's Committee on 
Library Aid; Clarence Chamberlain, executive director, County Officers 
Association, Albany; William J. Embler, member, Governor's Committee on 
Library Aid: Edward G. Freehafer, director, New York Public Library, 
member of Regents Library Council, Library Trustees Foundation of New 
York; Fred L. Hainfeld, Jr., trustee, Garden City Public Library; John 
F. Johnson, editor and publisher, Watertown Daily Times; Richard 
Lawrence, Jr., publisher, Printers' Ink, president of Board, Clinton- 
Essex County Library Service System; Robert D. Leigh, dean, School of 
Library Service, Columbia University, director, Public Library Inquiry; 
Charles F. McDonald, director, Huntington Public Library, past president, 
Suffolk County Library Association; Thomas H. McKaig, trustee, Buffalo 
and Erie County Public Library, Library Trustees Foundation of New York 
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State, member, Governor's Committee on Library Aid; Mrs. Frank C. Moore, 
trustee, Kenmore Public Library, Library Trustees Foundation of New York 
State, Governor's Committee on Library Aid; Mrs. Howard Praeger, direc- 
tor, League of Women Voters of New York; Mrs. Alexander Preston, presi- 
dent, Library Board, Thrall Memorial Library, Middletown, member, Board 
of Education, Library Trustees Foundation; Francis R. St. John, direc- 
tor, Brooklyn Public Library, Regents Library Council; Harold Storn, 
president of Board, Arlington Public Library; J. Frank Traynor, presi- 
dent, Library Trustees Foundation of New York State, trustee, Rochester 
Public Library; Marcus A. Wright, director, Binghamton Public Library, 
NYLA representative to the Library Trustees Foundation of New York State, 
member of the Council, NYLA; Julius B. Maller, chief of Municipal Research, 
Department of Audit and Control, Albany; Edgar W. Martin, Associate Bud- 
get Examiner, Division of the Budget, Albany; Dr. Ewald B. Nyquist, As- 
sociate Commissioner for Higher Education; Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State 
Librarian and Assistant Commissioner for Libraries. 


State Library Exhibit: The exhibit in the rotunda of the New York State 
Library during the summer months is entitled "New York State Vacation- 
lands, Then and Now." Featured in the exhibit are official state publi- 
cations emphasizing the recreational facilities available in New York 
State as well as its scenic and historic points of interest. Also dis- 
played are a number of books, pamphlets and prints showing New York's 
tourist attractions throughout its history. 


Staff Briefs: L. Marion Moshier, former director of the Library Extension 
Division, is back in the United States after a four-month tour of Italy, 
Spain and France. Her first assignment was to act as a consultant to the 
Canadian Library Association on urban, regional and county public librar- 
ies during the CLA conference at Niagara Falls June 11-15.— Dr. Gosnell 
also spoke at this conference on "The Library, Its Claim to Support from 
the Public Budget." Dr. Gosnell acted as consultant to the CLA on its 
Library Finance Day program.— Jean Connor, Public Library Consultant, 
served as one of the judges for the John Cotton Dana publicity awards.- 
Mason Tolman, Reference Librarian, attended the annual conference of the 
Special Libraries Association at Pittsburgh, Pa., June 3=7.— Ida Cohen, 
of the General Reference staff, attended the conference of the New York 
Public Welfare Association and the New York State Association of Public 
Welfare Accountants at Grossinger's Hotel from June 20-22. Miss Cohen 
prepared an exhibit of recent books, pamphlets and periodicals relating 
to the field of social welfare which she displayed at the conference. 


Library TV Series Concluded: On June 6, Mrs. Catherine Costello, chil- 
dren's librarian of the Gloversville Free Library, presented a fasci- 
nating program, "Of Books and Gloves," over WRGB, last in the seven-week 
series for area libraries as part of "TV Schooltime." The Frothingham 
Free Library, Fonda, the Schenectady County Public Library, the Saratoga 
Springs Public Library and the New York State Library also participated 
in the series. All libraries showed professional advance over former 
programs of the past three years: the scripts were smoother and partici- 
pants seemed free of jitters, boom- and mike-fright. 
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Grant for County Library Film: The Library Trustees Foundation of New 
York State and the New York Library Association have received a $10,000 
grant from a foundation to permit the production of a color motion pic- 
ture on county library service. The film will be produced by the Univer- 
sity of Syracuse Audio-Visual Center in cooperation with a joint con- 
mittee of the two organizations that has been working for two years on 

a script outline for the film. Winifred Harper, Buffalo and Erie County 
Public Library, is chairman of the joint committee. 

It is expected that the film will be available for sale on or about 
January 1, 1957. It will run for 20 minutes and will include narration. 
The purpose of the film will be to explain the operations and value of 
the larger units of service. It will center on a family of three that 
has moved from a city to a small town. Copies will be available for sale 
throughout the United States and Canada. The production of this much- 
needed film will be timely, following so closely upon the passage of the 
Library Services Act and the adoption of new national library standards, 
emphasizing the need for larger units of service. 


WALA Conference Highlights: The 75th annual conference of the American 
Library Association held at Miami Beach, Florida, June 17-23, was memor- 
able for three important matters affecting the field of librarianship: 

1. Complete implementation of the Management Survey results ina 
complete reorganization of ALA. 

2. Adoption of Public Library Service to America: a Guide to 
Evaluation, with Minimum Standards. 

3. Enactment of Library Services Bill by President Eisenhower's 
signature. 3 

The general sessions were highlighted by a preview private showing 
of the feature film, "Storm Center"; a stimulating discussion of "The 
Three R's" by Jessamyn West, author; and an address by the Hon. Frank G. 
Clement, Governor of Tennessee. 

Very popular was the Storytelling Festival sponsored by the Children's 
Library Association. On each day of the Festival stories were told by 
outstanding storytellers from libraries in various parts of the country. 
Each day's program honored a master storyteller: Tuesday, Mary Gould Davis; 
Wednesday, Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen; Thursday, Ruth Sawyer. 

The conference featured two workshops: one pre-conference Public Re- 
lations Workshop; daily morning sessions of the Adult Education Workshop. 
The use of community resources and library materials was explored through 
these workshops. 

The proceeds of the auction at ALA swelled the Frederic G. Melcher 
Scholarship Fund to over $18,000. . I. Marie Gustafson 


ALA News: David K. Easton, presently librarian of the Caribbean Commis- 
sion, Port of Spain, Trinidad, B.W.I., has been appointed librarian at 

the Headquarters of the American Library Association in Chicago. He 
succeeds Helen T. Geer who resigned July 1. He will assume his new 
duties on July 16, 1956.- Robert L. Gitler, director of the Japan Li- 
brary School at Keio University, Tokyo, since 1951, has been appointed 

to the Headquarters staff of the ALA. He will serve as secretary of the 
ALA Board of Education for Librarianship and executive secretary, Library 
Education Division, effective November 1, 1956. Previous to his Japanese 
tour of duty Mr. Gitler was director and associate professor at the School 
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of Librarianship, University of Washington.=- Ten librarians from Italy 
are to participate in a program "to provide an increasing understanding 
of the American concept of library service and the society from which it 
springs" during a four-month study visit this summer and fall in the 
United States. The program is being conducted by the American Library 
Association with funds from the U.S. Department of State. Margaret 
Monroe, of the Graduate School of Library Service at Rutgers University, 
is director of the program which extends from July 1 to October 31. A 
visit is expected to the New York State Library and the Regional Library 
Service Center at Watertown. 


More Books for Our Public Libraries: Ralph R. Shaw, new ALA president, 
spoke recently at a meeting of the American Book Publishers Council on 
the potential market for books which the American public library offers. 
Publishers' Weekly, June 11, 1956, quotes him as saying that in 1954 
$70,000,000 was spent for books by the public libraries of the U.S. Yet, 
27,000,000 people are in areas not served by libraries, and only about a 
third of the people in areas that are served are registered borrowers. 
Only half the high schools and very few grade schools have libraries. 

Mr. Shaw feels that it is in the area of the short-run, short—discount 
and scholarly books that an increase in library buying could have the most 
important effects. A recent study indicated that 75-80 per cent of a 
large system's buying was in this area. At present, he said, book pur- 
chases have shrunk percentagewise. Staff expenses now account for about 
75% of library budgets; and books, other materials and maintenance make 
up the balance. In many libraries bookkeeping costs 10-15% of the bud- 
get, and much of this could be eliminated by purchasing from cash. The 
question is: how much discount is worth how much time and clerical costs? 
It can also be pointed out how closely this thinking complements Dr. 
Martin's comments below that the one necessary step facing the small 
public library in the future is the joint, cooperative action among the 
smaller communities to achieve efficient and justifiable back-of-the- 
scenes costs. 


The Library in '56: In the Saturday Review, June 16, 1956, Dean Lowell 
Martin, of the Graduate School of Library Service, Rutgers University, 
writes in an article, "How Good is Your Library?" that the "...new state- 
ment of standards of the American Library Association provides a start- 
ing point for rebuilding the public libraries of America. With this guide 
a locality can determine just how far short of adequacy its library now 
is...eThere is no getting around the fact that most American communities 
must double their present expenditures to get good library service, from 
whatever combination of local, state, and national resources can be de- 
vised. But once adequate funds are available there is a necessary ad- 
ditional step in all but the largest places: Joint, cooperative action 
must be worked out among smaller communities and libraries to achieve 
standards together that would be impossible individually." ALA standards 
are now being studied with a view to possible application to New York 
State. 


Don't Forget! NYLA conference, October 18-20, 1956, at The New Yorker 
Hotel, headquarters, New York City. The theme is: "Library Buildings 
and Equipment." 
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Many publications print fan mail as a regular feature, but we have 
been reluctant to do this in The Bookmark for two reasons: (1) the 
limitation of space; (2) awareness of our inadequacies because of our 
desire to fulfil better our stated aim of bringing to the libraries of 
New York State "news about books and library services." 


However, there is something about the mystic number seven — the 
sum of our years of survival as a monthly -= which seems to call for 
special notice. So we thought we would share with you, readers of The 
Bookmark, some pertinent figures and facts which may interest you. 


To date, the mailing list of Ihe Bookmark adds up to 2,438, an in- 
crease of more than 1,000 during the past seven years. It is sent on ex- 
change to every state in the Union and to the following foreign countries: 
Brazil, Canada, Ceylon, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
France, Gold Coast, Hungary, India, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Ugandi, and Union of South Africa. Sub- 
scriptions have been received from Turkey and U.S.S.R. 


Occasionally expressive people send us such encouraging remarks 
as, and we quote: “We look forward to receiving The Bookmark each month; 
it is lively and up to date." "With its very useful lists and articles, 
I think Bookmark serves a broad range of interests and needs." "We post 
your book notes in the library and send them to our newspaper to be 


printed." "Please put my name on your mailing list to receive The Book- 
mark. It was recently mentioned at a meeting of school librarians as 
having good titles for teen-age books." "I have come across many help- 
ful features in the recent issues of The Bookmark...It has been extreme- 
ly valuable in keeping me abreast of all new library developments. The 
book reviews are very much appreciated, and are a helpful guide in book 
selection." 


A prisoner in a state institution sent a subscription on the recom- 
mendation of a relative who advised that he would find it useful for "the 
various selections dealing with different types of literature." 


Our leading articles and book lists have been reprinted in other 
periodicals. We receive many requests for our reprints. The Bookmark 
is indexed in Book Review Digest, in Contents in Advance and in Library 
Literature. 


All this by way of saying: "We want to do a better job in our 
next volume." 


Will you help us by sending in ideas, articles and suggestions that 
may be stimulating to libraries of New York State? 


Many thanks and a good summer to all readers of The Bookmark. 





